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      ANALYSIS 
      
Purpose: Indications: 
To obtain a sample of blood for laboratory 
   analysis 

Significant exposure to a member of the emergency 
   medical response team 

Advantages: Disadvantages: Complications: Contraindications: 
Secures the blood sample 
   while the patient is available  

Exposure to blood 
   during the procedure 

Hematoma 
Infection 

Competent patient refuses 
   Procedure 
Bleeding disorders 

Explain procedure to patient and obtain consent for procedure

Remove plastic protective cap from end of double needle protected by rubber sleeve

Screw double needle into vacutainer holder

Apply venous tourniquet to patient's arm

Select appropriate vein in antecubital fossa

Cleanse site with alcohol

Select vacuum tube with desired color-coded rubber stopper

Insert vacuum tube into sleeve of vacutainer holder without
pushing needle through rubber stopper

Remove protective plastic cap from exposed end of double needle

Insert needle into vein using sterile technique

Push vacuum tube onto nedle inside vacutainer holder while
maintaining position of needle and holder

Pull vacuum tube off needle when full

Remove venous tourniquet

Withdraw needle from patient's arm at same angle it was inserted

Apply pressure to puncture site with gauze sponge

Disassemble and dispose of needle in appropriate receptacle

Label blood specimen with date, time, patient's name and drawer's initials

Forward to lab along with appropriate paperwork for testing  
NOTES: 

• Some vacutainer needles have an adapter in place of the needle.  The adapter attaches to 
an IV catheter already in place in the vein. 
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